Pictured this page:
Members of Dungarvan
Hillwalking Club in
Glenshelane - this was the
first group photo taken of
members of the club. Photo:
Dungarvan Hillwalking Club
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By Derbhile Graham

Dungarvan Hillwalking Club celebrated its 30th anniversary in style at a
celebration in the Park Hotel on Sunday 9 November. Approximately 100
members, past and present, attended the celebration.

Earlier that day, the club’s Sunday B and C walks had both been to Crotty’s
Lake, a place that is special to the club. It was timed to allow the walkers to
arrive in Dungarvan in time for the main evening celebration event.

The centrepiece of the celebration was a presentation by founding member
Kevin Moore, which concentrated on the first five years of the club’s
existence. Kevin paid tribute to other founding members such as Deirdre
Fennell, Gay Morrissey and Maureen Veale. Maureen was a member of
Mallow Walking Club, and Gay Morrissey invited her onto the committee to
advise on the next steps the club needed to take to help it advance.

The club was founded on 24 February 1995. There had never been a
hillwalking club in Dungarvan before, according to the town’s archives, so
this was a new venture. There were 80 people at the club’s first meeting,
so the interest was great.



“ MOUNTAINEERING
A\ |RELAND

Pictured this page: Some
members of the club

pictured at the 30th
anniversary social on

9 November (from left):
John Coffey, Jackie Curran,
Norman Graham, Peter
Mangan, Tony Fitzgerald,
David Byrne, Mary Harney,
John Neylin, Richard Dykes,
Neil Fitzgerald, Sean
O'Connor, Jack Byrnes, Kevin
Moore, Barbara Duff.
Photo: Sheila Gaughan
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The club’s walks were gentle at first, with forest walks in places like
Glenshelane Woods and Colligan Woods, just outside Dungarvan. After a
while, the walkers developed an appetite for adventure but were struggling
to reach the next level.

Two members were instrumental in helping the club evolve to become a
fully fledged hillwalking club. George Harney, who had joined the club with
his wife Mary, had extensive knowledge of local walking routes from his
work with Coillte. Kevin described George as a calm, level-headed man,
who was always generous in sharing his knowledge.

The second member, Jack Clancy, was also a skilled hillwalking navigator,
and he encouraged the members to develop their own skills, often putting
them in at the deep end. He was full of fire and enthusiasm. “He'd give out
to you if you made a mistake, but was full of praise if you got it right,” said
Kevin.

George Harney had an ambition to organise a walk from Clonmel to
Dungarvan, but sadly he died in January 1996. His wife Mary donated
George'’s books and papers to the club. Among those papers was a route
map for a walk from Clonmel to Dungarvan.

The first George Harney Memorial Walk was held a few months later, and
this walk gave Dungarvan Hillwalking Club a national profile, as the event
was added to a national calendar of walks. “This walk earned us the respect
of other clubs,” said Kevin. “It put us on the map.”
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Pictured above: The club's
chairman, Jack Byrnes, left,
and Kevin Moore, the
founding member of the
club, at the 30th anniversary
event on 9 November. Photo:
Sheila Gaughan

Pictured below: Crotty's
Lake. Photo: Dungarvan
Hillwalking Club
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The George Harney Memorial Walk
offered the club an opportunity to
raise money for local charities, and
between 1996 and 2005 it raised
€80,000 for local charities. A truly
remarkable achievement by any
standards. The George Harney
Memorial Walk has since evolved to
become the Comeragh Crossing,
which is now a fixture on the
national walking calendar.

In 1996, the club was growing and
becoming more adventurous in its
approach, with thanks to the new
navigational skills the members had learned from George and Jack. They
were starting to walk at The Bull's Well behind Mount Melleray, to the
Mahon Falls and to Knockanaffrin.

Kevin Moore also shared fond memories of the holidays that the club took,
particularly in its earlier years. He had special memories of a trip to the
Aran Islands - those who went on that weekend away had great fun, not
just on the walks, but at night.

Kevin's presentation also featured highlights from the club’s later years.
The Cunnigar Crossing, a unique walk that sees walkers wade across the
Cunnigar Spit in Dungarvan at low tide, started in 2008. It was the brainchild
of John Browne, who died in 2024, and has become such a big event that it
has now passed out of club hands.

The club also climbed the four
highest peaks in Britain and Ireland:
Carrauntoohill in 2007, Ben Nevis in
2008, Scafell Pike in 2009 and
Snowdon in 2010. This was to assist
in the fundraising efforts of member
Margaret Kirwan, who was raising
money for the National Council for
the Blind of Ireland, now Vision
Ireland.

Following the presentation, people
could view a rotating display of
photographs from the club’s many
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Pictured above: Members of international holidays. A photograph of the club’s many former chairpersons
the club on the anniversary ) ) )
walk to Crotty's Lake on 9 was taken at the event. Members were also given a special 30th anniversary

November. Photo: Tomas

O'Mahony & Aled Rhys Jones  SOUVENIr - a special cloth patch which can be attached to a rucksack or

_ placed on a fridge door.

Pictured below: Derbhile

Graham. Photo: Bara Alich
Kevin Moore also came up with a unique way of capturing the impact the
club has had on its members over its 30 years. Each member, past and
present, was invited to sign a special book, which will be open to sign until
the end of December 2025. The book will then be sealed with a waterproof
seal and placed behind Crotty's Rock, above Crotty's Lake. It will create an

enduring legacy of the Dungarvan Hillwalking Club.

The club would like to thank Nancy Foley, Kevin Moore and all the
committee members, past and present, who helped organise this special
celebration.

@ Dungarvan Hillwalking Club is always open to new members, and details
of how to join can be found on https://www.dungarvanhillwalking.org.
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